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Presentation:  
Stephen identifies a new revolution in garden design that treats gardens not as resource guzzlers—water, 
labor, materials, energy—but as conserving and graceful places in which to live and rest year ‘round. 
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Stephen Orr is a writer and editor who documents 
extraordinary gardens and the people who make them. 
Stephen’s lifelong interest in plants and the natural world was 
formed in a barren area of West Texas. Fortunately, his plant-
loving parents, who both grew up in small town farming 
families, believed in exposing their children to the world 
through extensive travel, often with a exotic botanical garden 
or historic estate as a highlight of the trip. 
 
Stephen is a self-taught gardener who believes that everyone 
has a green thumb even if they don't know it quite yet. He 
shares his love of horticulture as a writer for The New York 
Times and other publications. Stephen was previously the 
garden editor at Domino magazine and House & Garden. He 
has been a regularly featured gardening expert on The CBS 
Early Show and The Today Show; and he has been a segment producer for the PBS television series 
Cultivating Life and edited the garden cookbook In Season by noted British author Sarah Raven. 
 
Stephen has worked as a consultant for two non-profit gardening groups, Wave Hill, a public garden 
on an historic estate in Bronx, NY and The Garden Conservancy, an organization that works to 
preserve historic American estates and properties. He produced the seminar, The Garden Metropolis, 
for the latter organization in November 2008. He lives in New York City and the Catskills and is 
working on his first garden book to be published by Rodale in 2010. 
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National Headquarters: P.O. Box 219, Cold Spring, NY 10516 | T: (845) 265-2029 
West Coast: 38 Keyes Avenue, Suite 116, San Francisco, CA 94129 | T: (415) 441-4300 
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Plants, Design and Inspiration for the Texas Garden 
 
Seminar:  Saturday, October 31, 2009, 8:30 AM–1:30 PM | Austin, TX 
 

A collaboration between the Garden Conservancy’s Austin Open Days and West Coast Program Office 
Cosponsored by Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, University of Texas at Austin 
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THE GARDEN CONSERVANCY 
�

www.gardenconservancy.org 
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For registration: www.gardenconservancy.org | wcprog@gardenconservancy.org | 415/441-4300 

Presentation: Scott Ogden and Lauren Springer 
Ogden believe putting plants first makes a 
landscape worthy of the name “garden.” 
Challenging design orthodoxy and current trends 
that result in static, over-designed plant 
installations or mere outdoor living spaces, they 
explore marrying plants-manship and design 
without sacrificing one to the other. The Ogdens 
show how making plants the starting point of 
design creates enduringly beautiful, ecologically 
intelligent gardens where we rediscover and invite 
a powerful primordial connection between person, 
plants, and place. Their concepts, ideas, and 
practices empower gardeners to design, and 
designers to plant. 
 

 
 

Plants play a major in establishing privacy for this entryway garden, 
designed by Scott Ogden.  Photo by Lauren Springer Ogden. 
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Scott Ogden and Lauren Springer Ogden are 
nationally renowned garden designers and 
consultants whose work emphasizes plants, site 
sensitivity, and knowledge of natural processes and 
relationships. They have designed and consulted 
for public and private garden spaces across the 
country and overseas. Scott and Lauren have each 
authored 4 books: best known are Lauren’s The 
Undaunted Garden, Scott’s Garden Bulbs for the 
South, and their recent joint book Plant-Driven 
Design: Creating Gardens That Honor Plants, 
Place, and Spirit, winner of the 2009 Book Award 
from the American Horticultural Society.  They are 
popular speakers around the country and live and 
garden together in the challenging conditions of 
central Texas and northern Colorado. 
 
Design Philosophy: We believe plant selection 
and thoughtful placement are the keys to a great 
garden. Knowledge of natural processes and 
relationships and a wide plant vocabulary born of 
extensive field experience inform our designs. Our 
unique approach emphasizes diverse plant 
communities, site sensitivity, sense of place and 
regional flavor, year-round beauty, ecologically 
sound choices with emphasis on soil and drought 
adaptation, and a broad palette of interesting, 
unusual, and beautiful plants. 
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For registration: www.gardenconservancy.org | wcprog@gardenconservancy.org | 415/441-4300 
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Presentation: Dylan defines landscape design in terms of space-making: bringing the garden into every 
nook and cranny of the landscape, including driveways, motorcourts, walkways, retaining walls, and 
steps. This approach speaks to capitalizing on outdoor space in a dynamic way as part of a sustainable 
lifestyle.  
 
Dylan’s design-build process captures 
the interplay between strong planting 
design and a well articulated built en-
vironment. His own personal active 
outdoor lifestyle informs his approach 
in creating contemporary, outdoor liv-
ing spaces for his clients. Enjoy the 
vitality of his work as he shares the 
details of selecting theme, style, color, 
form, local material, and craftsman-
ship in his signature gardens. 
 
Photo: D•CRAIN garden in Austin, TX 
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Dylan’s thoughtful approach to outdoor living has been years in the 
making—an outgrowth of more than a decade of hands in the soil. In 
2008, he founded D•CRAIN, a landscape firm that designs, crafts and 
maintains functional outdoor living spaces that include sophisticated built 
environments and sensitive plantings. Previous to D•CRAIN Dylan was 
co-founder and principal designer of Big Red Sun. Including both 
ventures, Dylan has been designing unforgettable spaces from his East 
Austin studio since 1994. 
 
Robertson’s design/build team leverages experience in architecture, 
ecology, philosophy and highly skilled building trades to inform an 
approach that is both organically nimble and architecturally minimal. With 
the establishment of D•CRAIN, Robertson continues a trajectory of 
"...creating outdoor living spaces that best capture the elusive ideal, a 
sense of place," according to House and Garden magazine. 

 
Design Philosophy: D•CRAIN is a holistic landscape design/build firm with an extensive portfolio familiar to 
many. Through a myriad of private residences as well as contributions to public spaces including The Umlauf 
Sculpture Garden, The Austin Center for Architecture and La Condesa Mexican Restaurant D•CRAIN realizes a 
distinctive integrated aesthetic that captures the imagination of clients, architects, and passersby alike. Whether 
respectfully modern or classically inspired, D•CRAIN designers strive to bring authenticity and sustainable 
continuity to every interior and exterior creation. The core design principle governing the D•CRAIN aesthetic is 
harmonious integration: harmonizing the land and the architecture, the method and the materials, the client and 
the vision. 
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